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The book “Boundless Classroom” is edited by two professors from University of
Helsinki, Mrs. Hannele Niemi and Mr. Jari Multisilta. It is the 15t phase result of the
projects Learning Solutions and Finnable 2020 launched in 2011 and funded by the
Finnish Funding Agency for Innovation (TEKES), University of Helsinki and Tampere
University of Technology. The book is published in Finnish and its purpose is to
introduce what new technology can bring into teaching and learning with emphases
on cooperation and sharing regardless of time and location and a sense of
community between different cultures.

It is divided into five parts, each subdivided into several chapters, totally sixteen
chapters.

Part |: Boundless school. It re-defines the roles of teacher and students in a
boundless learning environment and what boundless school really means in practice.
It lists future skills and gives pedagogical guidance in responding to the training of
the necessary skills for the future. It introduces the new model Global Sharing
Pedagogy (GSP) developed by Finnable 2020 project that encourages students
actively involving in information production and knowledge sharing and experiencing
happiness and braveness in taking tasks either alone or with others (p.51). It also
suggests what schools should change when ICT becomes one part of the daily
routine of school life.

Part Il: Excitement and innovation together. It describes the development
perspectives of an innovative school and gives detailed operational processes and
structure in creating an innovative school leading team. This chapter is very
illustrative since it introduces three actual cases in technology application in
supporting students’ learning, cooperation between school and home and
networking of school and local library, kindergarten and nursing home.

Part Ill: Students as active information producer through digital storytelling. It
describes about digital storytelling from four aspects: how youngsters benefit from
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digital storytelling; how schools benefit from technology; how teachers apply it in
teaching; and how it can help in globalization.

Part IV: Games create enthusiasm. It elaborates how students learn, exercise, create
and interact through games; game as part of school work and how playful studying
materials can stimulate learning interests.

Part V: How to forward? It asks how Finnish school can prepare for the future as well
as gives suggestive answers to the question.

Professor Niemi and Multisilta as editors of the book and authors for multiple
chapters strongly claim that future schools should prepare for the 21t century skills
such as thinking, working and interactive, hands and expression, participation and
impact, self-knowledge and responsibility, leadership and influence skills (p.296).
Based on the experiences and results of Finnable 2020 project, new environments
and learning ecosystems support 21 century skills learning, which can be best learnt
through students’ self-planned learning or working; in small groups; sharing
responsibilities; and evaluating own learning and studying or working (p.297).

After reading it, | would ask “Is the Finnish experience applicable in other contexts?”
The answer is yes if the school or rather the government has such strong will. The
book has given concrete examples and cases on many actual Finnish practices, which
can be copied and adapted in the beginning, and later developed and transformed
into its own local context accordingly. For example, in part I, chapter five, it has
given very detailed process and structure of creating a leading team for an
innovative school. In my opinion, any school can form up their leading team
according to this model with slight modifications according to their local
circumstances.

However, as the book is written and published in Finnish, it is not so practical for
educators from other cultures to learn and borrow. If it was translated into different
languages, this book as the single theme is a bit thin for educators outside of Finland
to grasp the full picture of Finnish education. However, as this book is only the result
of the 1%t phase of Learning Solutions and Finnable 2020 projects, | assume that more
productions would be expected in near future. Making a series of books on different
aspects of Finnish education available in different languages would be desirable and
welcomed by the educators all over the world.



