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Tampere Urban Research Network for 

Sustainability (TURNS) 

 

About TURNS 

TURNS Research Platform catalyzes innovative, collaborative, and 

multidisciplinary research on urban sustainability by bringing together urban 

studies, transition studies, and sustainability science. It networks experts and offers 

funding to support new research initiatives and international mobility. As a strategic 

and long-term initiative, TURNS increases Tampere University’s scientific and 

societal impact regarding urban issues in Finland and internationally. 

TURNS is one of the Tampere University’s four official research platforms. The 

platforms are strategic research programmes and collaboration arenas supporting 

innovative initiatives. They enhance high-quality interdisciplinary and 

transdisciplinary research, and enable interaction and partnerships with public 

organizations, private companies, and third-sector actors. 

TURNS emphasizes curiosity-led and scientifically courageous research on cities and 

urban regions outside the much-studied metropolitan areas. It seeks new 

conceptualizations and transformative solutions for the urban and spatial aspects of 

Tampere University’s three research foci: society, technology, and health. In this 

dynamic and evolving academic context, TURNS enhances research in various 

interconnected themes and real-life challenges. 



www.research.tuni.fi/turns 

 

4 

 

Background 

TURNS was established in 2019 in Tampere as an informal network of urban 

researchers. Its activities reflect Tampere University’s internationally unique 

emphasis of sustainable urban development as one of the transdisciplinary and 

inter-faculty themes of research and education, recognized by university’s strategy 

for 2030. In 2024, TURNS became one of the official research platforms of Tampere 

University. For being a relatively new form of research infrastructure, 2024 has 

been a pilot year to TURNS. The first period of TURNS will run in 2024-2027, with 

an option for four extra years in 2028-2031 depending on the results and 

evaluation of the platform.  

Organization 

The activities of TURNS are run by a coordination team, led by Professor Panu 

Lehtovuori. In addition, TURNS has a management group (MG) of 10 members 

coming from 6 faculties (BEN, EDU, ITC, MAB, MET, SOC). The Chair of MG is 

Professor Marjaana Niemi. There is a plan to establish an external TURNS 

Advisory Pool, which will be done in 2025, after the pilot year of TURNS is over and 

the basic processes are settled. The roles of the TURNS actors are specified in the 

TURNS statute (a draft presented and discussed by MG in autumn 2024). 

 



www.research.tuni.fi/turns 

 

5 

In 2024, TURNS Management group had altogether seven meetings (of which one 

online) and an additional field visit to Vienna with two workshops. The materials 

and memos from the MG meetings are collected in a separate Teams Group. 

TURNS Coordination Team 

• Panu Lehtovuori, Director of TURNS (30 %) 

• Riina Lundman, Project Manager of TURNS (100 %, from 1.2.2024) 

• Anna Koskinen, Producer of TURNS (20 %, from autumn 2024) 

TURNS Management Group 

• Marjaana Niemi, Professor (SOC), Chair of the Management Group 

• Heikki Hyöty, Professor (MET) 

• Anni Jäntti, University Lecturer (MAB) 

• Johanna Kujala, Professor (MAB) 

• Sami Oikarinen, Senior Research Fellow (MET) 

• Eeva Puumala, Senior Research Fellow (SOC) 

• Juho Rajaniemi, Professor (BEN) 

• Annalisa Sannino, Professor (EDU) 

• Jonathon Taylor, Associate Professor (tenure-track) (BEN) 

• Kaisa Väänänen, Professor (ITC) 
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Activities 

TURNS organizes various activities in and outside Tampere. In 2024, TURNS had 

more than 20 events with more than 700 participants in total. In addition, more 

than 500 students visited the joint Thesis Market organized in collaboration with 

TURNS, STUE (Sustainable Transformation of Urban Environments profiling area), 

and SUD (Sustainable Urban Development degree programme). 

TURNS concepts include: 

• TURNS Thursdays 

• TURNS Seed Events 

• TURNS Visits 

• TURNS Conferences and Seminars 

• TURNS PhD Workshops 
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TURNS Thursdays are local activities and events organized together with the 

research community and various stakeholders mostly in Tampere region. Events 

include TURNS urban walks and talks, TURNS research afternoons, TURNS expert 

panels, TURNS get-togethers, and much more. In 2024, the following TURNS 

Thursdays were organized: 

• TURNS Thursday: Urban Physics Walk (2 May) 

• TURNS Thursday: Film Evening: Eastern Memories (16 May)  

• TURNS Thursday: Urban Picnic in Sorsapuisto (30 May) 

• TURNS Thursday: Urban Funding Afternoon: EU Missions and Driving 

Urban Transitions (6 June) 

• TURNS Thursday: Muutos.art Art House (20 June) 

• TURNS Friday: TURNS goes TAD & Ilmiöareena (27 September) 

• TURNS Thursday: The Dutch Experience (31 October) 

• TURNS Thursday: Knitting for Climate (7 November) 

• TURNS Thursday: Expert panel on Migration and the City (21 

November) 
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TURNS Seed Events are organized by the initiatives that have received TURNS 

seed funding, usually in collaboration with TURNS. Seed Events are open to the 

whole Tampere urban research community. In 2024, the following TURNS Seed 

Events were organized: 

• Workshop on embodied knowledge (16 August) 

• Social Innovations for Sustainable Urban Development: Socially 

Innovative Children’s Books (9 September) 

• Back to Nature! workshop (4 October) 

• Seminar: Promoting healthier urban environments: Towards 

pollution free cities (30 October) 

• Symposium: Performing Arts in Urban Space, Creative Methods in 

Social Research (11 December) 

• UNE – Uuden energian aika? Seminar (3–4 December) 
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TURNS Visits other cities, towns and intriguing places to learn and discuss the 

topic of urban sustainability in different contexts. In 2024 TURNS visited and/or 

organized events in the following locations: 

• TURNS visits Lapinlahti (Helsinki, 16 April) 

• TURNS visits Uuden ajan rakentamisen festarit URF (Kerava, 2 August) 

• TURNS visits Pori & Meri-Pori (3–4 December) 

• TURNS visits Vienna (11–13 December) 

 

 

TURNS Management Group’s visit to Vienna, Austria, included meetings at the 

Challenge of Urban Futures Research Platform, Universität Wien; Centre for 

Urban Culture and Public Space, TU Wien; Future Lab Research Center at the 

Department of Architecture and Planning, TU Wien; and field visits to the 

Sonnwendviertel Neighborhood / City of Vienna and Karl Marx-Hof. 
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TURNS Conferences and Seminars vary from local and national seminars to 

international research conferences, which TURNS supports or organizes with its 

collaborators. In 2024, the TURNS seminars included, for instance,  

• TURNS kick-off event (5 March 2024) 

• TURNS goes Lapinlahti: Right to Re-imagine the City (Helsinki, 16 April) 

• Sustainability transition beyond growth - What happens outside big 

cities? session at Urban Studies Conference (23-24 May) 

• NUPE Nordic Urban Political Economy workshop (25-26 September)  
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TURNS PhD Workshops include an annual international PhD School with key 

speakers from the fields of urban studies, planning, and transitions research. In 

2024, the PhD School was entitled Urban Planning for Discontinuity and 

Radical Transformation, and it was held on 16-20 June 2024. In addition, TURNS 

organized a free Writing Camp on 5-8 August 2024 for Tampere University’s PhD 

researchers whose dissertations are related to urban sustainability. 

 

 

 

The activities and related links are gathered on the TURNS website for further 

information: research.tuni.fi/turns/activities. 
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TURNS Funding 

TURNS grants seed, mobility, and research enrichment funding to catalyze 

transdisciplinary, innovative and impactful action for urban sustainability. The main 

applicant must be a member of the Tampere University research community, but 

various kinds of collaboration and networking initiatives are also supported. In 

general, the aim is to use half of the TURNS annual budget for funding allocations, 

while the other half goes to other TURNS activities and salaries. TURNS budget and 

costs are separately reported. 

In 2024, TURNS received 39 applications in its first call (seed and mobility funding) 

and 10 applications in the second call (enrichment funding). TURNS granted funding 

for 8 seed initiatives, 9 mobility initiatives, and 4 enrichment initiatives. 

Funded TURNS initiatives 

       Seed Funding    Mobility Funding         Enrichment Funding  

 

Figure: Funded TURNS initiatives by the faculty of the main applicant. 

Seed Funding 

TURNS seed funding is granted for the purposes of applying significant external 

funding; for formation and establishment of multidisciplinary partnerships or 

consortia; or for other ambitious and high-quality scientific initiatives. In 2024, 

TURNS granted seed funding for the following initiatives, listed here by the name 

and faculty of the main applicant: 
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• Elina Alatalo (MAB) Mundane Utopias – Embodied Knowledge Activating 

Sensorial Walks 

• Lieven Ameel (SOC) ‘Talking to You?’ Building Sustainable Dialogue in 

Urban Civic Space 

• Päivi Honkatukia (SOC) Young People, Social Circus and Sustainable 

Wellbeing in the City  

• Mohammad Moshtari (MAB) Social Innovation for Sustainable 

Development in Small Cities 

• Kirsi Salonen & Aino Ahtinen (SOC, ITC) Re-Think Office! Co-designing 

and evaluating novel tools to support the young working adults’ personal and 

planetary well-being in urban environments  

• Antti Saloniemi (SOC) Uuden energian aika? Energiasiirtymän paikalliset 

ehdot ja vaikutukset 

• Jonathon Taylor (BEN) Zero Pollution Cities Funding Workshop and Public 

Seminar            

• Juha Vinha (BEN) Preparation of the CEBB Project Application 

Mobility Funding  

TURNS mobility funding is granted to the members of the Tampere University 

research community for short-term visits to foreign universities and research 

institutes. In 2024, TURNS granted mobility funding to the following applicants: 

• Fatemeh Hatami (SOC) Supporting Ageing in Place and Enhancing Well-

being Through New Mobility Solutions 

• Anna-Kaisa Kuusisto (MAB) Creating Social Sustainability in Urban 

Communities: Migrant Befriending Schemes as Socio-Material Encounters  

• Mikko Kyrönviita (MAB) Travel Grant for a Research Exchange at 

Goldsmiths in London 

• Elena Simona Lohan (ITC) Secure, Sustainable, and Resilient Urban 

Planning through Wireless Signals and AI (STELLA)  
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• Ilona Steiler (SOC) Digital Platforms and Transformations of Urban Street 

Vending: a Research Visit to Dar es Salaam  

• Laura Uimonen & Elina Siren (BEN) Swedish Insights about Biodiversity 

in Urban Planning Research and Practice  

• Vilhelmiina Vainikka (EDU) More empathic, intersectional encounters in 

urban youth climate activism 

• Jaana Vanhatalo (BEN) Delving into just futures of seniors in Manchester 

and Leeds 

• Antti Wallin (SOC) Developing the green gap theory 

Research Enrichment Funding 

In autumn 2024, TURNS piloted a research enrichment funding to increase the 

impact of the research results in communities and society. In this first pilot, TURNS 

encouraged especially enrichment projects that promote the position of vulnerable 

people and/or environments in cities. The first call received 10 applications. In 

2024, TURNS granted research enrichment funding for the following initiatives: 

• Kirsi Pauliina Kallio (EDU) BiciZen as a pedagogical tool: Children and 

young people as actors in sustainable urban mobility 

• Johanna Kujala (MAB) Business that enhances biodiversity 

• Anu Siren (SOC) Quality indicators of age-friendliness in Finland 

• Elina Alatalo (MAB) (postponed to 2025): The fillers of vacant spaces: 

bringing together the key communities that make experiments 
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Communications 

TURNS has actively developed its communications during 2024. The 

communications channels include: 

• TURNS website research.tuni.fi/turns (launched in March 2024) 

• TURNS mailing list (c. 200 subscribers in December 2024) 

• TURNS LinkedIn (launched in May 2024; 2-3 posts per week; c. 500 

followers in December 2024) 

• Tampere Urban Research Perspectives blog (launched in November 

2024; 1 blog per week; editor Anna Koskinen) 

• For internal communications within Tampere University, TURNS uses TUNI 

intranet and STUE&TURNS Teams channel. 
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 Reimagining Cities: Perspectives on Sustainable Urban Futures 
 

Tampere Urban Research Perspectives blog is a platform for exploring diverse insights in urban studies, 

highlighting the value of transdisciplinary approaches. It calls attention to the urgency to tackle the urban 
challenges of today while exploring solutions to create more resilient cities for the future. 
 

What is it about?  
 

Cities first emerged at key intersections along major trade routes, evolving into centers of culture, business, 

politics, work, and daily life. Today, they remain hubs of constant innovation and transformation from 
institutional to grassroots levels. Yet, urban life now stands on a new intersection: our planet can no longer 

sustain a lifestyle fueled by continuous growth, overconsumption, and human-centered thinking. It is often 

stated that the fight against climate change will be won or lost in cities. This struggle also extends to combating 

social inequalities and unjust urban policies. Achieving true sustainability demands radical change, touching all 
levels of society, but also patterns of thinking.  

 

In this rapidly evolving urban landscape, understanding the intricate, interconnected nature of cities is more 

essential than ever. To achieve this, transdisciplinary knowledge-sharing and open dialogue across disciplines 
and sectors is crucial; to create resilient, equitable cities, we must step out of our professional silos and 

collaborate not only between different fields but also between various stakeholders, including the whole spectrum 

of life forms. Change can happen on many levels, from individual learning to participatory research and 

community-driven action, all targeted for the common good. Hence, alongside studying and discussing the 
urgent crises we face, we must also celebrate progress and small victories, spotlighting successful initiatives, and 

share best practices.  
 

Why are we doing this?  
 

Our mission for the Tampere Urban Research Perspectives Blog is to promote a dynamic dialogue on the 

complexities and opportunities within urban environments, fostering understanding of the complex systems 

shaped by environmental, social, economic, and cultural forces. By bringing together diverse perspectives from 

across Tampere University’s urban research community, we aim to make urban research accessible and relevant 
also beyond academia, sparking interest and engagement in the sustainable development of cities. Through this 

platform, we strive to promote an understanding of how sustainable cities can emerge through collaborative, 

interdisciplinary approaches, and invite everyone interested to contribute to the discussion on sustainable cities.  

 
Who are the contributors?  
 

The Tampere Urban Research Perspectives blog connects researchers, students, and the general public with the 

latest insights and developments in urban studies. Through our posts, we introduce key themes in urban 
research, share fresh perspectives, and showcase ongoing projects. In addition, we present thought-provoking 

researcher interviews and dialogues, cover recent dissertations, and report on inspiring events and study trips 

arranged at Tampere University by our active and vibrant urban research community.   

 

The blog features contributions from urban researchers and students at Tampere University. We also welcome 
guest posts from visiting scholars and other collaborators. This diverse authorship ensures a rich set of 

viewpoints and expertise on urban issues. The blog is an union of three multidisciplinary urban research 

initiatives: Tampere Urban Research Network for Sustainability (TURNS), Sustainable Transformation of Urban 

Environments (STUE) and the international degree programme Sustainable Urban Development (SUD). 
 

Join the Conversation!  
 

Whether you’re a researcher engaged in the latest urban research projects at Tampere University, a student 

eager to delve into urban questions, or a curious reader interested in cities and sustainable urban transformation, 
this blog has something for you. We embrace both traditional and innovative forms of research and expression 

and encourage our writers to think outside of the box. We strive to make our content both informative and 

engaging, offering accessible, research-based insights into urban phenomena.  We would also like to invite you, 

dear reader, to also contribute to the blog by writing your thoughts in the comment box, sharing our posts in 
social media or submitting your text to the blog. Join us in reimagining our cities and creating visions for a 

sustainable, resilient, and inclusive urban world! 

  
 

Writers: Anna Koskinen & Riina Lundman  
 

Tampere Urban Research Perspectives Blog 

15 November 2024 
 

https://research.tuni.fi/turns/
https://www.tuni.fi/fi/tutkimus/stue-sustainable-transformation-urban-environments-profi6
https://www.tuni.fi/en/about-us/sustainable-urban-development
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Collaboration 

One aim of the research platforms is to enable interaction and partnerships with 

public organizations, private companies, and third-sector actors. In 2024, TURNS 

initiated or continued several forms of collaborations with external stakeholders e.g. 

through direct stakeholder meetings, joint project proposals, organizing joint 

events, promoting shared activities, and presenting TURNS in different stakeholder 

events. Direct collaboration was enacted, for instance, with the following actors: 

• City of Tampere, City of Pori, TEM, Business Tampere, Pirkanmaa 

ELY-center, LUKE, Innokaupungit, Ecofellows, Climate Fellows, BEN 

stakeholders, Rakennustietosäätiö RTS, MDI – FCG, Ramboll, Demos 

Helsinki, Mieli ry, Setlementti ry, Pyynikin aikamatkat 

In addition, TURNS collaborated with dozens of Finnish and international 

universities during 2024 through interpersonal connections, other networks, and 

TURNS seed and mobility funding initiatives. Moreover, each year TURNS provides 

opportunities for 1-3 incoming scholars or experts to visit Finland and collaborate 

with the local research community. In 2024, TURNS expert visitor was architect 

Sebastiaan Veldhuisen (NL), who stayed in Finland for 2 weeks in October-

November 2024. Program of that piloting expert visit involved e.g. the following: 

• OCTOBER 28: Meeting with Asuma 2.0 research team; dinner & 

discussion with the Building Information Foundation (RTS) board 

members. OCTOBER 29: Research Atelier, Hervanta. OCTOBER 30: 

Excursion in Tampere and the region; TURNS Seed Event on Urban 

Pollution. OCTOBER 31: THE DUTCH EXPERIENCE, public lecture 

by Sebastiaan Veldhuisen: “Forwarding the Sustainability Agenda in Business 

and Education”. NOVEMBER 4: Asuma 2.0 housing ideas workshop, 

Keynote lecture by Sebastiaan Veldhuisen: “Urban planning and market 

trends of mid-dense housing in the Netherlands”. 

In 2024, TURNS applied the membership of the European Urban Research 

Association EURA for Tampere University. The memberships will be valid from 1 

January 2025.  
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  TURNS kick-off was celebrated in March 2024 
 

The kick-off event of the TURNS research platform, held of 5 March 2024 at Tampere G Livelab restaurant, brought 

together about 70 researchers and stakeholder representatives from different fields to hear and discuss the 
sustainable future of cities. The program included researcher speeches, networking, music, and a toast to a new 

research platform. The public had the opportunity to participate and give feedback with a mobile application. 

 

At the beginning of the event, Panu Lehtovuori, Director of TURNS, presented the ambitious goals of the new 
platform. TURNS creates opportunities for multidisciplinary and innovative research, thereby promoting and 

reflecting on the position of cities as part of the sustainability transition now and in the future. The scientific quality 

and impact of research are at the core of TURNS’s activities. A long-term approach enables better results both 

locally and globally, and the goal of TURNS is to become a significant hub for urban and sustainability research 
internationally. Riina Lundman, Project Manager of TURNS, presented the activities of the research platform in 

more detail. TURNS supports the networking and mobility of researchers through seed funding and researcher 

visits, for example. A central and visible form of activity will be TURNS Thursdays, when TURNS organizes local 

activities ranging from research meetings to city walks together with the research community and stakeholders. 
 

Diversity of urban research at TAU 
 

As an indication of the diversity of urban and sustainability research at Tampere University and TURNS, 

representatives from each faculty involved in the research platform were invited to give short mini-lectures on 

their research topics. The first speaker, Professor Päivi Kymäläinen (SOC), talked about social sustainability and 
justice in cities. Sustainability and inclusion policies do not necessarily reach the most marginalized city dwellers, 

who are easily excluded from participation. A concrete example of an activity aiming at a more sustainable city 

was given by University Lecturer Markus Laine (MAB), who presented the Nordic Superblock concept and its 

possible application in the Hiedanranta area of Tampere. A Finnish speciality was the abundant supply of 
communal saunas included in the concept, which also represents sustainable thinking: residents share common 

spaces, and not every apartment needs its own sauna. University Lecturer Essi Aarnio-Linnanvuori (EDU) talked 

about a research project related to climate education and views on environment among young people in Europe. 

The young people’s responses highlighted their concern for the future, although also other attitudes were observed 
in Finland. This does not mean that the climate change would not affect Finnish youth. 

 

Tenure-track Professor Jonathon Taylor (BEN) went deeper into the topic of climate change, and how it can be 

examined through data and modelling. Climate, air pollution, and health are all real phenomena in real cities, 
which can be studied with the help of urban physics. University researcher Olli Laitinen (MET) told more about 

urban health, biodiversity exposure, and immunology, and introduced a ‘Sand Play’ study, where children’s 

immune response was studied using indoor rewilding intervention methods. The series of mini-lectures ended 

topically with artificial intelligence and cities. Doctoral researcher Jouko Makkonen (ITC) presented human-
centered intelligent technologies and how they can be utilized in promoting communality and sustainability in 

residential areas. An example of such use was again a study on Nordic superblocks. Although the mini-lectures 

were compiled from different faculties, they showed a common goal and narrative of how urban sustainability is a 

multidisciplinary phenomenon that must be tackled together across disciplines and sectors. The mission of TURNS 
is to bring different fields and researchers together and thus collide people and ideas, leading to new research 

ideas and innovations. 
 

A sustainable city is made together 
 

Where to from here? Professor Sofie Pelsmakers (BEN) gave the keynote speech titled with this important 

question. The sustainability problems of cities have been identified, but what solutions have been developed and 

what needs to be done to achieve a more sustainable urban future? And what will be the role of TURNS in shaping 

more sustainable cities? Pelsmakers approached these questions through the concepts of various infrastructures. 
Cities need to be diverse and adaptable both with respect to the built environment and society as a whole; cities 

must have enough green but also social infrastructure; and the sustainability transformation must be co-produced 

equally and in an inclusive manner. Thus, also Pelsmakers’ speech demonstrated how cities and sustainability are 

intertwined in many ways, and how the different elements of the urban environment are not separate from each 
other. Pelsmakers set strong goals for multidisciplinary platforms like TURNS, but at the same time she reminded 

that change must be made together. TURNS takes up the challenge! 

 

In that sense, the rest of the opening ceremony was spent on the most important things: encounters and 
networking, which will serve as starting points for later cooperations and ideas around urban sustainability. DJ Jon 

Thureson played city-themed music, and people were free to mingle and chat with each other. Although high-

quality research and impact require hard work and resources, TURNS also wants to serve as a refreshing and 

inspiring platform for creative thinking and collaboration. 
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Figures 

• p. 4. TURNS idea concept 

• p. 5. Members from the TURNS management and coordination group. Photo: 

Janne Renvall. 

• p. 6. TURNS kick-off event. Photo: Riina Lundman. 

• p. 7. TURNS Thursday: Urban Physics Walk. Photo: Riina Lundman. 

• p. 8. UNE seminar in Pori. Uuden energian aika? Photo: Hanna Rissanen 

• p. 9. TURNS management group visiting a housing project in Vienna. Photo: 

Riina Lundman 

• p. 10. Right to Re-imagine the City panel discussion in Lapinlahti. Photo: 

Riina Lundman 

• p. 11. Imagining exercise at the International PhD School. Photo: Riina 

Lundman 

• p. 12. Funded TURNS initiatives (by the faculty of the main applicant) 

• p. 15. TURNS website, main page 
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