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Research 

Trivium – Tampere Centre for Classical, Medieval and Early Modern Studies – was founded on 
October 10th 2006. Trivium is a multidisciplinary research centre of the Faculty of Social 
Sciences at Tampere University. Our purpose is to increase dialogue and encourage study of 
classical, medieval, and early modern cultures, society, and everyday life. The members of the 
centre work as historians, philologists, archaeologists, literary scholars, and as philosophers. 
 The main research idea of Trivium is to focus on the longue durée perspective, studying 
various phenomena from Antiquity to the Middle Ages and early modern era. Our work challenges 
traditional borders between periods and combines elements from social and cultural history as well 
as from economic and political history. This ambitious viewpoint has also opened up new 
collaborating possibilities with the studies focusing on modern history. 
 The researchers of Trivium working at Tampere University have been successful in 
obtaining research funding from a variety of external sources: during the past ten years, they have 
received approximately 4 million euros from the Academy of Finland as well as from different 
trusts and foundations. Trivium has a long tradition of cooperation with the Finnish Institute in 
Rome (Institutum Romanum Finlandiae). The Hagiographica Septentrionalia network is also part 
of Trivium. This network links together scholars working on the medieval sainthood in northern 
Europe. 

The central research themes of Trivium include:  

• Religion, Society, and Everyday life 
• Childhood, Family, Life cycle 
• Health, Illness, Dis/ability, Healing 
• Cultural interaction, Conflicts, Gender 
• Communication and Networks 
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Conferences and Events 

Conferences 

Trivium organizes on a regular basis conferences, seminars, and workshops. One of the best known 
is the long-standing, international Passages from Antiquity to the Middle Ages -conference series. 
The seventh Passages from Antiquity to the Middle Ages -conference was held in August 23th–25th 
2018. The theme of the conference was Neighbours or Strangers? Conflict, Negotiation, and 
Collaboration in Multicultural Communities, and focused on forms of interaction and methods of 
negotiation in multicultural, multiethnic, and multilingual contexts. There were 60 participants in 
the conference. Keynote lectures were given by: 

• Professori Bryan Ward-Perkins (University of Oxford): “Unity and Conflict in the Late-
Antique Cult of the Saints” 

• Professori Felicitas Schmieder (Hagenin FernUniversität): “At the End of the World and in the 
Throats of our Enemies – Latin Europeans in Late Medieval Asia” 

• Professori Emma Dench (Harvard University): “From Race to Ethnicity and Back again in 
Classical Antiquity” 
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• In 2018, Carmen’s Annual Meeting was hosted by Trivium at Tampere University (August 26th–
28th). Carmen is a worldwide network of medievalists, its name being an acronym for the “Co-
operative for the Advancement of Research through a Medieval European Network”. It links a 
number of research institutions, universities, interest groups and individuals with common 
scholarly interest in the study of the Middle Ages. 

• In 2020, the Finnish Classics Days were organized by the disciplines of History and of Latin 
language and Classical heritage, in cooperation with the Trivium at Tampere University (January 
24th–25th). The overall theme of the conference was “Antiquity and the future of humanities in 
Finland”. The invited speaker, Dr. Sixten Korkman, gave a lecture with the title “Are the 
humanities more important than the economics?”. There were 81 participants in the Classic Days. 
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Seminars and Workshops: 

• The third NOS-workshop of the series “The Hanse and the North” was held in December 7th–8th 
2018. The workshop focused on the role of fringes and margins in the Hanseatic world and 
interaction. Speakers included Professor Anti Selart (University of Tartu) and Professor Carsten 
Jahnke (Saxo-Institute, University of Copenhagen). 

• Workshop “Ports, Cities, People. Workshop on Mediterranean world from 300 BCE to 700 CE” 
was held in August 21st-22nd 2019. Lectures were given by Professor Ray Laurence (Macquarie 
University), Professor Veronique Dasén (University of Fribourg), and Professor Marxiano Melotti 
(Università Niccolo Cusano). 

• Seminar “Masculinity in Premodern Europe” was held in October 21st 2019 with a keynote-
lecture from Professor Ruth Mazo Karras (Trinity College) “Religion and Masculine Expectations 
in Medieval Europe”. 

• Two guest lectures in connection with the opening of the exhibition Ostia, Gateway to Rome  
were given (October 30th 2019) by Professor Christian Laes (University of Manchester) 
“Inscriptions and Roman social history: encountering ‘the common people’” and Professor 
Marxiano Melotti (Università degli studi Niccolò Cusano) “Between past and present. The liminal 
identity of Ostia”. 

• A public TRIVIUM-lecture by SOC Visiting Professor Cordelia Hess on February 7th 2019  with 
the title “Blood and Noses. Antisemitism and the Longevity of Medieval Religious Stereotypes up 
to Modern Times”. 

• Workshop “Politics, trade, diplomacy and power in the Swedish empire during the Seventeenth 
century” was held February 27th 2020, with focus on topics such as Baltic rivalry and Swedish 
ambitions overseas. 

• Seminar “Church and the clergy (1500–1800)”, (Kirkko ja papisto) was held in March 13th 2020 
with participants from many Finnish universities. The organiser was Ella Viitaniemi. 

• Workshop “Hagiographica Septentrionalia” was held at the Museum Centre Vapriikki in 
September 18th 2020. The international workshop focused on the research of hagiographic source 
material and the Nordic collaboration on the research. 

• Workshop “Literature, history and the premodern age” (Kirjallisuus, historia ja vanhat ajat) has 
held in December 7th 2020. The web seminar focused on narrative source material and its use in 
the research of ancient, medieval and premodern period.  
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Book Launches:  

• Seminar to celebrate the book Parricide and Violence Against Parents throughout History. 
(De)Constructing Family and Authority? was held on March 3rd 2018, editors Marianna 
Murayeva and Raisa Maria Toivo (Palgrave Macmillan, 2018).  

• Books Keisarit ja kurtisaanit. Perhe, valta ja seksi antiikin Roomassa (March 14th 2018) and 
Gender, Memory, and Identity in the Roman World (March 6th 2019), both edited by Jussi 
Rantala.  

• The launch of three books on May 23rd 2019: Lupa tappaa? – Sodankäynnin ja sotien 
oikeuttamisen pitkä historia (toimittanut Jaakkojuhani Peltonen ja Ollimatti Peltonen, SKS 
2019), Crusade Preaching and the Ideal Crusader, kirjoittaja Miikka Tamminen (Brepols 2018) ja 
Alexander the Great in the Roman Empire, 150 BC to AD 600, kirjoittaja Jaakkojuhani Peltonen 

(Routledge, 2019).  
 

 / 9 24



Trivium ! Annual Report 2018-2020

Field trips: 
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Exhibitions 

The exhibition Ostia, Gateway to Rome (October 31st 2019 – January 10th 2021) at Vapriikki 
Museum Centre was a huge success, becoming the most popular temporary exhibition ever held in  
the museum. The exhibition was organized by Vapriikki together with Trivium, in particular 
Katariina Mustakallio, and the research project of Tampere University financed by the Academy of 
Finland “Segregated or Integrated – Living and Dying in the Roman Harbour City of Ostia 300 
BCE – 700 CE”, directed by Arja Karivieri. On display were approximately 200 objects relating to 
the city and everyday life within it: statues, amphorae, money, gaming chips, toys, jewelry, and 
objects associated with beauty care, school, and slavery. 
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" !
Teaching and Communal Activity 

The researchers of Trivium teach ancient, medieval and premodern history and coordinate teaching 
continuously at the Tampere University.  In the beginning of the year 2020, Ville Vuolanto started 
working as a university lecturer in a newly created position, teaching Latin culture and language. In 
2020 Trivium also started cooperation with the Classical High School of Tampere providing joint 
courses for both high school and university students. 

The Antiquity and the Middle Ages study group, which was created and is taught by the researchers 
of Trivium, is a central part of the process of integrating young students to the research community 
at the Tampere University. It has been a long tradition to visit Rome with the students of the group. 
The last study trip to Rome was undertaken in November-December 2019. The group was led by 
Katariina Mustakallio, Christian Krötzl, and Marjaana Niemi.  

  

Research Projects  

Research projects of the members of Trivium funded by the Academy of Finland or major 
foundations. 

• Lived Religion in Medieval Finland (2021-2023) 

 A research project funded by the Society of Swedish Literature in Finland, and directed by 
Sari Katajala-Peltomaa. Members of the research group Marika Räsänen, Sofia Lahti and Anna-
Stina Hägglund. The project analyses religion as lived and experienced, as a dynamic process and 
performative space. 

• Biography as a Method for Early Modern History 

 The projects asks what historical biography as a methodology can offer for the study of 
early modern history and how does it influence historical biography if the objects of study were 
early modern people. Leader of the project Raisa Toivo. 

• The Insane in Early Modern Sweden and Finland (2018-2021) 

 The Academy of Finland postdoctoral research project of Riikka Miettinen, which analyses 
the social history of mental illness and disability in early modern Sweden and Finland. 

• Pätkätyön pitkä historia: lyhytkestoiset työt ja niiden tekijät osana suomalaista yhteiskuntaa 
1450–1860 (2020-2022) 

 Project funded by the Kone Foundation and led by Ella Viitaniemi.  
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• Catholic Reformation in Lutheran Finland 1550-1700 (2015-2020) 

 Academy of Finland Research Fellow project of Raisa Toivo. 

• Segregated or Integrated? – Living and Dying in the harbour 
city of Ostia, 300 BCE-700 CE (2015-2019) 

 A research project funded by the Academy of Finland, 
studying the formation of the population of the town of Ostia 
(300BCE-700CE). Leader of the project: Prof. Arja Karivieri. 
Members of the research group: Katariina Mustakallio, Ria Berg, 
Marja-Leena Hänninen, Anna Kjellström, Ghislaine Van Der 
Ploeg. 

• Vammaisuuden vaiettu historia - A Public 
disability (2017-2021) 

 A project funded by the Kone Foundation. Leader of the 
project: Dr Jenni Kuuliala. Members of the team: Dr Daniel 
Blackie (University of Oulu), Dr Riikka Miettinen, Dr Tiina 
Miettinen, Dr Reima Välimäki (University of Turku), Amu Urhonen (Kynnys ry) 

• Disability, Illness and the Communal Dimensions of Healing in Late Medieval and Early 
Modern Europe (2015-2018) 

 An Academy of Finland Postdoctoral Researcher project of Dr Jenni Kuuliala 

• The Hansa in the North – Cultural and Social Transformations. A Reassessment (2016-2018) 
Funded by the NOS-HS. Project manager: Christian Krötzl 
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Doctoral Thesis from the Members of  Trivium 

• Sanna Joska defended her doctoral thesis Augusti filii et filiae: The Role of Antonine Offspring 
in Negotiations of Roman Imperial and Local Power on January 13th 2018. Joska was awarded 
the Faculty of Social Sciences Doctoral dissertation award of 2018.  

?0""0#L.9M0G#82)#.N:*05#.77."2"6#A).O299.)#(*-#A0)M*"#PJ0":82962)#Q"*+2)9*6;R#0"3#:,96.9#
D060)**"0#J,960M055*.C#

• Outi Sihvonen defended her doctoral thesis 
The Vestal Virgins and Power. Tradition and 
Change in Third Century Rome on August 29th 
2020. The official opponent was Helène 
Whittaker (University of Gothenburg), custos 
Christian Krötzl. 

S,<#?*8+."2"#0"3#:,96.9#@8)*9<0"#D)T615C#
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• Jenni Lares defended her doctoral thesis Social meanings of drinking in 17th c. rural Western 
Finland (Alkoholinkäytön sosiaaliset merkitykset 1600-luvun länsisuomalaisessa 
maaseutuyhteisössä) on October 3rd 2020. The official opponent was Anu Lahtinen (University 
of Helsinki), custos Raisa Toivo. 

• Kaarle Wirta defended his doctoral thesis “Dark Horses of Business: Overseas Entrepreneurship 
in Seventeenth-Century Nordic Trade in the Indian and Atlantic Oceans” in 2018 at the 
University of Leiden. 

• Minna Heinonen was awarded the Faculty of Social Sciences Pro gradu award in 2020 for her 
thesis With witchcraft or other forms of harmful magic (Med trolldom eller andra förgörningar: 
Magian diskurssi 1200-1400-lukujen pohjoismaisissa lakiteksteissä). 

Blog and Podcast 

Trivium publishes a blog named “Trivium” at https://research.tuni.fi/trivium-fi/blogi/ (ISSN 
2669-9532). In addition to articles written by the members of Trivium, articles by guest authors are 
also published. The purpose of the blog is to further understanding of the societal and cultural 
relevance of classical, medieval and early modern studies, and provide a regular channel to 
communicate initiatives and results of our own research to both the general academic audience at 
Tampere University and the community of classical, medieval and early modern studies elsewhere.  

Since the start of the blog, in 2015 articles have appeared approximately once a month, during the 
pandemic spring 2020 once a week. Altogether 68 articles have been published, topics ranging from 
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The state of the art and the future of the field to more individual topics such as global crises, mental 
and physical health and illness, gender, violence and family history to histories of magic and 
knowledge, trade, to history of pets and saunas. In the beginning of 2021, Ella Viitaniemi is taking 
on the main responsibility for the blog from the previous editor Raisa Toivo. 

Trivium has also launched a new podcast Tiedettä ja sirkushuveja (“Science and Circuses”). In the 
podcast the members of Trivium discuss their current research topics, ranging from saints to 
monsters or to descriptions of short-term employment in Antiquity, in the Middle Ages and the 
Early Modern Period. The podcast will also introduce new research projects, the latest results of 
ongoing studies and the most recent doctoral thesis written by the members of Trivium. Trivium 
also has Facebook, Twitter and Instagram accounts. (@Trivium_Tampere) 
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Social Participation and Media  

Trivium works in close collaboration with many museums, institutes, and associations, such as the 
Finnish Institute in Rome, the Museum Centre Vapriikki, the Finnish Historical Society, Glossa (the 
Society for Medieval Studies in Finland), Carmen (the Medieval Network), Arachne (Nordic 
Network on Gender and Women’s History in Antiquity), Fidem (the International Federation of 
Institutes for Medieval Studies), TUCEMEMS (Turku Centre for Medieval and Early Modern 
Studies) and the Network for Early Modern Research in Finland.  
 The members of Trivium work in the administration of Tampere University as well as in the 
boards of different foundations and institutes. Professor Christian Krötzl was the director of the 
Finnish Institute in Rome in 2000-2003. Docent Katariina Mustakallio was the director of the 
Finnish Institute in Rome in 2009-2013, and has worked as the chair of the Board of Trustees of the 
institute from 2019. Professor Arja Karivieri was the director of the Finnish Institute in 2017-2020, 
and docent Jussi Hanska was the vice director of the institute in 2009-2013. 
 Katariina Mustakallio has also worked as the vice rector of the University of Tampere in 
2016-2018, and as the dean of the School of Language, Translation and Literary Studies in 
2014-2015. Professor Päivi Pahta worked as dean of the Faculty of Communication Sciences in 
2016, and as dean of the School of Language, Translation and Literary Studies at the University of 
Tampere in 2017-2018. Currently Pahta is dean of the Faculty of Education and Culture at Tampere 
University. The cooperation between Trivium and the museums of Tampere have produced many 
extremely popular exhibitions, such as the Vapriikki exhibition “The Finnish Pilgrimages of the 
Middle Ages” in 2015 and the “Ostia, Gateway to Rome” in 2019-2021.  
 The researchers of Trivium take actively part in discussion in different media outlets in order 
to reach the public and distribute research-based knowledge to the decision-makers and to the 
society at large. Media appearances include newspapers and radio shows, such as Kulttuurikahvila 
(“Culture Cafe”, Yle), Risto ja Jenni pyhimysten jäljillä (“Risto and Jenni on the Trail of the 
Saints”, Yle Radio 1), and even international television shows, such as Tiina Miettinen’s 
participation in the making of Who Do You Think You Are (Warner Bros.). 
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International Mobility 

International collaboration is an essential part of the activity of Trivium, which is also visible in the 
mobility of the researchers. Many members of Trivium have spent a month long  or a longer period 
abroad as a visiting researcher. For example, during the last three years, the members of Trivium 
visited Budapest, Cambridge, Edinburg, London, Rome, Ostia, and Stockholm. Also the visiting 
professor of the Faculty of Social Sciences at Tampere University in 2019 was Professor Cordelia 
Hess from Greifswald invited by Trivium. 

! ! !
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Administration 

The chair of the centre is Doc., Senior Research Fellow Sari Katajala-Peltomaa (sari.katajala-
peltomaa@tuni.fi).  

For information on membership, please contact the secretary of the board, Mr Saku Pihko 
(saku.pihko@tuni.fi). 

Board: 

Chair: Sari Katajala-Peltomaa, docent, senior research fellow (sari.katajala-peltomaa@tuni.fi) 

Vice-chair: Ville Vuolanto, docent, senior lecturer (ville.vuolanto@tuni.fi) 

Secretary: Saku Pihko, MA, doctoral researcher (saku.pihko@tuni.fi) 

Sari Kivistö, professor (sari.kivisto@tuni.fi) 
Christian Krötzl, professor (christian.krotzl@tuni.fi) 
Jenni Kuuliala, PhD, senior research fellow, communications(jenni.kuuliala@tuni.fi) 
Katariina Mustakallio, docent, senior lecturer (katariina.mustakallio@tuni.fi) 
Jaakkojuhani Peltonen, PhD (jaakkojuhani.peltonen@tuni.fi) 
Raisa Maria Toivo, professor (raisa.toivo@tuni.fi) 
Ella Viitaniemi, PhD, communications (ella.viitaniemi@tuni.fi) 

Previous Administration (2018-2020) 

Chair: Christian Krötzl 
Vice-chair: Sari Katajala-Peltomaa 
Secretary: Lauri Uusitalo 
Members of the Board: Katariina Mustakallio, Jussi Rantala, Ville Vuolanto, Päivi Pahta, Raisa 
Toivo, Jenni Kuuliala 
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Selected Publications (2018-2020) 

The researchers of Trivium have published an impressive amount of publications on both 
international and national level. During the years 2018-2020, there were peer-reviewed 
publications: 18 monographs, 14 edited books, 54 articles written in the Finnish language, and 64 in 
the English language. Here is a selection of few of the publications.  

For further information and for a list of all the publications, visit: https://research.tuni.fi/trivium/ 

Books 2020 

Karivieri, Arja (ed.), Life and Death in a Multicultural Harbour City: Ostia Antica from the 
Republic through Late Antiquity (exhibition catalogue, Ostia. Gateway to Rome), (Acta Instituti 
Romani Finlandiae 47), Rome: Institutum Romanum Finlandiae, 2020. 

Katajala-Peltomaa, Sari, Demonic Possession and Lived Religion in Later Medieval Europe (Oxford 
University Press 2020).  

Kivistö, Sari, Jobista Orwelliin. Kärsimys kirjallisuudessa (Avain, 2020). 

Kuuliala, Jenni, Saints, Infirmity, and Community in the Late Middle Ages (Amsterdam: Amsterdam 
University Press, 2020). 

Lamberg, Marko, Ihmeiden kirja: 192 kertomusta keskiajalta (SKS 2020). 
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Marjanen, Antti, Ulla Tervahauta and Ville Vuolanto, Varhaiskristilliset lapsuusevankeliumit 
(Helsinki: Suomen eksegeettinen seura 2020). 

Mustakallio, Katariina, Minna Silver & Simo Örmä (eds.), Mehr Licht, More Light, Piú 
Luce. Studia honorem Arja Karivieri (Turku: Sigillum 2020). 

Peake, Rose-Marie, The Power of Religious Societies in Shaping Early Modern Society and 
Identities (Amsterdam University Press 2020). 

Wirta Kaarle, Early Modern Overseas Trade and Entrepreneurship: Nordic Trading Companies, 
(New York, Routledge 2020). 

Books 2019 

Hanska, Jussi & Nissi, Jyrki (eds.), Arx Tavastica 14 (Hämeenlinna-Seura ry 2019). 

Karivieri, Arja & Meriluoto, Marjo (eds.), Ostia, portti Roomaan (Vapriikki & Institutum Romanum 
Finlandiae 2019). 

Kuuliala, Jenni, Peake, Rose-Marie & Räisänen-Schröder, Päivi (eds.), Lived Religion and 
Everyday Life in Early Modern Hagiographic Material (Palgrave Macmillan 2019). 

Kuuliala, Jenni & Rantala, Jussi (eds.), On the Road. Travel, Pilgrimage and Social Interaction 
from Antiquity to the Middle Ages (Routledge 2019). 
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Lamberg, Marko, Noitaäiti: Malin Matsintyttären tarina (SKS 2019). 

Miettinen, Riikka, Suicide, Law, and Community in Early Modern Sweden (Palgrave Macmillan 
2019). 

Miettinen, Tiina, Juuria ja juurettomia. Suomalaiset ja suku keskiajalta 2000-luvulle (Atena 2019).  

Miettinen, Tiina, Runsas. Kartano Ylöjärven Lempiäniemessä (Reijo Käkelä/Avant Tecno Oy 
2019). 

Pajari, Ilona, Jalonen, Jussi, Miettinen, Riikka & Kanerva, Kirsi (eds.), Suomalaisen kuoleman 
historia (Gaudeamus 2019). 

Peake, Rose-Marie & Rosenberg, Riikka, Korsetti ja krusifiksi: vaikutusvaltaisia barokin ajan 
pariisittaria (Gaudeamus 2019). 

Peltonen, Jaakkojuhani & Peltonen, Ollimatti (eds.), Lupa tappaa? Sodankäynnin ja sotien 
oikeuttamisen pitkä historia (SKS 2019). 

Peltonen, Jaakkojuhani, Alexander the Great in the Roman Empire, 150 BC to AD 600 (Routledge 
2019). 

Rantala, Jussi (ed.), Gender, Memory, and Identity in the Roman World (Amsterdam University 
Press 2019). 

Books 2018 

Heikkilä, Mikko, Keskiajan suomen kielen dokumentoitu sanasto ensiesiintymävuosineen 
(Mediapinta 2018). 

Kivistö, Sari, Lucubrationes Neolatinae. Readings of Neo-Latin Dissertations and Satires (Societas 
Scientiarum Fennica, 2018). 

Kivistö, Sari & Sami Pihlströmin, Sivistyksen puolustus (Gaudeamus, 2018). 

Koskinen, Ulla, Suomessa selviytymisen historiaa kivikaudelta keskiajalle ja 1900-luvun alkuun. 
(Into Kustannus, Helsinki 2018). 

Krötzl, Christian & Katajala-Peltomaa, Sari (eds.), Miracles in Medieval Canonization Processes. 
Structures, Functions, and Methodologies (Brepols 2018). 
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Miettinen, Riikka & Viitaniemi, Ella (eds.), Reunamailla. Tilattomat Länsi-Suomen maaseudulla 
1600–1800 (SKS 2018). 

Muravyeva, Marianna & Toivo, Raisa Maria (eds.), Parricide and Violence against Parents 
Throughout History. Deconstructing Family and Authority (Palgrave Macmillan 2018). 

Ojala-Fulwood, Maija (ed.) Migration and Multi-ethnic Communities: Mobile People from the late 
Middle Ages to the Present (DeGruyter 2018). 

Rantala, Jussi (ed.), Keisarit ja kurtisaanit. Perhe, valta ja seksi antiikin Roomassa (SKS 2018). 

Tamminen, Miikka, Crusade Preaching and the Ideal Crusader (Brepols 2018). 
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