
Light rail “building and making” the city - A brief summary of the poster in English 

What is it all about?

• In a nutshell; we see building a light rail transit (LRT) 
system not just as investing in a new form of moving 
people, but as an act of urban development.

• Urban rail infrastructure is a mega-scale investment 
with potentials to function as a tool for smart and 
sustainable growth.

Rail transit and sustainable urban development

• Transit-oriented development (TOD) is a widely used 
design practice is with goals relating to density and 
mixed land-use.

• From a governance viewpoint, integrating land use and 
transit planning is not an easy task. However, light rail 
may serve as a material base that, as a game changer, 
no less than forces different sectors to cooperate.

Case: Tampere light rail project

• The Tampere case pinpoints this shift in understanding 
the meaning and potentials of building a LRT: it is a 
new backbone for (targeted) sustainable growth along 
with other strategic urban development goals.

• The light rail megaproject’s transformative power can 
be seen in the way that the neighbouring municipalities 
get already prepared for the future line extensions that 
will cross municipal borders.

Policy implications

• Our key message to decision-makers and city planners 
is: find ways and learn to cross two kinds of boundaries: 
those between administrative silos in an organisation
and those between neighbouring municipalities.

• ”Unlocking” the full LRT potential in the urban realm 
requires wider political discussion of its developmental 
role and meanings outside the limits of transit planning.

• An integrative approach to planning is needed both in 
cities and in the city-regional scale.

Breaking news: 
Impacts of the construction period on local businesses

• Right now we work together with the city of Tampere 
studying how local businesses and entrepreneurs are 
coping with the current construction sites – and how 
the city officials could help them  with place marketing 
or e.g. in issues of communication.
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