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Dear hosts here in Xiamen and President of the Communication University of China: 

We are very pleased and honoured to be here in the site of the forthcoming BRICS Summit. 

Dear colleagues, ladies and gentlemen: 

Let me begin by looking at how the global order has changes in 60 years – since 1957, when the 

media scholars founded their international association, the IAMCR. The recent IAMCR conference 

in Cartagena, Colombia, held 60th anniversary celebration in which I reviewed the fundamental 

change of the world [SLIDE 2] – from the Cold War in the 1950s through decolonization in the 

1960s and information technology revolution since the 1970s until the so-called collapse of 

Communism in Eastern Europe. I reminded that in terms of wide geopolitics, the bipolar world was 

changed to something that first in the 1990s appeared as a unipolar world around one superpower, 

the USA. The Western side was largely seen as winner in the competition between socio-political 

systems and the end of history was declared by some to be at hand. However, Communism had not 

totally disappeared from the earth; it remained in place in Cuba, North Korea and above all China.  

Moreover, in 2008 another crisis broke out in the heart of capitalism, demonstrating how vulnerable 

the system was, and 9/11 started a new war against terrorism inviting clashes between civilizations. 

Also ecological problems and climate change became more and more widely recognized.  

Instead of an idyllic place of eternal Pax Americana, the world turned into a complicated place of 

disorder with immediate and hidden crises. 

Although the world economy is still dominated by North American and European countries, it is 

obvious that China and India are making Asia the second or even first centre of the world. And this 

development should not be seen as the rise of Asia but rather as the return of Asia.  

After all, in world history before the 16th century and the discovery of Americas, Europe – even the 

Roman Empire – was in the periphery, while the main trade routes went along the Indian Ocean and 

the silk route from Asia towards the West. At that time, wealth accumulated in India and China. 

Now the same is happening. The world is far from unipolar but increasingly multipolar, as shown 

by coalitions such as BRICS.  

How wrong were the prophets of linear modernization and the end of history! Instead of linear 

history we are witnessing a cyclic history, as suggested by the old Indian and Chinese world view. 

Naturally the cycles do not bring back the same old history; it gets constantly renewed and brings 

new challenges. This is something that we all, and particularly the Western mainstream with its 

customary self-centred world view, are invited to take seriously in our soul-searching about where 

should we to go from where we are now. 



Now in this broader context, let’s move to the BRICS project [SLIDE 3] – its poster displayed in 

our program brochure. The project was launched five years ago with the financial support of the 

Academy of Finland to examine media systems in the BRICS countries – to map out their media 

landscapes and journalists, both in traditional media and new online media. We have produced until 

now one book Mapping BRICS Media (2015) and three theme issues of scholarly journals; two 

further volumes are still in the pipeline. It is early to present the final results and conclusions, but 

here are some lessons [SLIDE 4]: 

Actually it was the first time that media scholars from these five countries were brought to a 

common platform. The project immediately showed that there have been very few contacts between 

media scholars in the BRICS countries – apart from Russia and China – and practically no 

community of scholars existed across all the BRICS countries. So the project automatically gave 

rise to a unique network of BRICS media scholars. Small Finland is pleased having facilitated the 

beginning of a big topic. 

The project demonstrated that trendy talk about media systems is misleading unless it is 

complemented by specific features of each country and a critical analysis of the media system 

concept itself. As Colin Sparks has pointed out, it is a slippery concept which should not be taken 

for granted. But still it is a useful intellectual vehicle for understanding media in society as well as 

the relation of media and journalism to the international system and its conflicting tendencies.  

And for this understanding the BRICS coalition [SLIDE 5], which connects different continents, 

has proved to be particularly useful. It pushes us towards big meta stories and invites us to pursue 

reflective de-Westernization. 

The results also show that the BRICS media do not constitute a distinct brand on the world map but 

they are largely governed by the same tendencies as the rest of the world – albeit with different 

emphases and a desire to avoid Western dominance. 

Thank you. 
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World changed in 60 years

From Cold War between USA and USSR through 
decolonization and ICT revolution to post-Soviet era 
which first seemed as a unipolar world led by USA
However, after 2008, 9/11 and ecological risks the 
world has turned into a dangerous place of disorder
There seems to be a rise of Asia but actually it is a 
return of Asia
60
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http://uta.fi/cmt/tutkimus/BRICS.html



Some lessons

First platform for BRICS media scholars, leading to 
a unique network
Media system is a slippery concept which needs to 
be critically examined
Nevertheless, media system is a useful tool for 
understanding media in society and the world

·
·



Push by BRICS

Compels our framework to be based on world order & 
political economy and pushes toward big meta stories
Invites us to take seriously postcolonial traditions and 
non-Western civilizations, towards de-Westernization
BRICS media are not a distinct brand but share the
same features as media everywhere, in their own ways



Thank you!

kaarle.nordenstreng@uta.fi
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