
Discussion	note	(doctoral	level)	
1. Expectations: As academics/ students/ university administrators, what do you expect from 

a good-quality Sino-Finnish joint higher education provision? 
From supervisors’ perspective:  
(1) co-creation and innovation. A good-quality joint provision should serve the value co-
creation purposes. Finnish and Chinese have different political, economic background, 
different people may have different ideas, which is the key to create something new or 
special. This joint degree provision is not simply for cooperation, efficiency or 
international position, there must be some new values be created and added. 
(2) good students. 
(3) new perspectives brought in by international students.  
From doctoral students’ perspective: 
(1) intercultural experiences. 
(2) advanced knowledge in the field, which is not available yet in the home country.  
(3) meet with top scholars in the field. 

 
2. Good practices: What are the good practices to ensure the quality of joint education 

provision? 
(1) Empowering students: Students, as the third dynamics, play an important role in 
changing the communication and relationship between students. It’s important to fully give 
play to the role of students.  
(2)  Regular communication platform for quality culture development: regular and timely 
meetings with supervisors, program administrators is recommended. Through the process, 
each one can change ideas with each other and find the possible problems and difficulties, 
to develop response plans efficiently. In this way, all stakeholders play a role in the quality 
development of the joint program, contributing to the quality culture development.  

 
3. Challenges: What are the challenges/ conflicts in practices of QA of Sino-Finnish joint 

education provision? 
 

(1) More common known challenges: the high workload for students, credits transfer, so 
on and so forth.  
(2) A fundamental one: the different teaching/learning philosophies between students, 
Finnish supervisors, Chinese supervisors, and education providers. They may not fully 
understand each other’s education system, curriculum system, supporting system, which  
are all related to the teaching philosophy.  
 
As such, we need to find a way to reconcile the different perceptions and to make the 
different philosophy value systems more compatible.  
 

4. Support structures: What support structures are needed to ensure the quality of Sino-
Finnish joint education provision? 

n Supporting institutions can help reduce the communication costs between China and 
Finland. Peer support and psychological support are also important to ensure the quality of 
joint degree provision  


